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I have always supported the important relationship between the United States and the State of
Israel. Our two countries share a core set of national values including dedication to democracy,
life, individual freedoms, religious faith & respect, the spirit of entrepreneurship and a vision of a
peaceful future. As our closest ally in the Middle East, Israel lives every day under the threat of
terror yet shares with the United States an unbroken commitment to peace in the Middle East.
Israel’s accomplishments against the longest of odds are a testament to the power of these shared
values.

If elected to the United States Senate by the citizens of Massachusetts I will continue in my
unwavering support of the U.S.-Israel relationship and take actions to demonstrate it.

Supporting Israel’s Right to Self-Defense

[ stand steadfastly behind Israel’s right to defend itself against attacks from state and non-state
actors alike. I supported passage earlier this year of S. Res. 10 which reiterated Israel’s right to
defend itself during Operation Cast Lead.

And with equal resolve I oppose the rising tide of efforts worldwide aimed at undermining this
fundamental right. The United Nations’ commissioned Goldstone Report is a blatant
manifestation of such an effort. Deeply flawed from the start, the “report” accuses Israel of war
crimes with little reference to the fact that Israel held its fire for years while thousands of rockets
were fired at innocent civilians. The report also fails to recognize that the Israeli Defense Forces,
in the words of British Col. Richard Kemp, “did more to safeguard the rights of [Palestinian]
civilians in a combat zone than any other army in the history of warfare.” This, as Hamas
launched rockets from apartment buildings and hospitals. By attacking the victim without context,
the Goldstone Report effectively weakens the ability of democracies to defend themselves against
terror.

Despite these flaws, countries with unspeakable records on human rights are pushing the report
forward aggressively at the United Nations. As Senator, | would join with other congressional
leaders in calling on the Obama administration to quash the report and “strongly and
unequivocally oppose any further consideration of the [Report] and any other measures stemming
from this report.”

I also firmly support the security barrier erected by Israel which has proven to be enormously
successful at defending and protecting Israeli civilians against waves of deadly terrorist attacks.
The barrier has also been moved and should continue to be moved when it can be done without
compromising Israeli security and while minimizing the hardship it places on Palestinians.
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